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Woolmer Green Parish Council
Parish Councils are the first level of local government. They provide communities with a
democratic voice and a structure for taking community action.
Woolmer Green Parish Council was established in 2000 following its separation from Welwyn
Parish. It has six Parish Councillors, who are unpaid, live in the village and are dedicated to
serving their community. Councillors serve a four-year term of office and the current term will
end in May 2023.
On taking office Councillors agree to abide by a Code of Conduct based on the Nolan Principles
of: Selflessness, Integrity, Objectivity, Accountability, Openness, Honesty and Leadership. The
Local Government Association designed a new Model Code which Woolmer Green Parish
Council adopted in 2021.
During the pandemic the government passed emergency regulations to enable local councils
to continue to function by holding meetings remotely. These regulations came to an end on
7th May 2021 and face to face meetings resumed. There are some advantages to holding
remote meetings on occasions therefore Woolmer Green Parish Council has supported its
national body; the National Association of Local Councils, campaign for local councils to
continue to have this option available by writing to our MP.

Parish Councillors
Andy Gribble, Chairman
Transport, Staffing Committee, Young Person Liaison.
Phil Corke, Vice Chairman
Planning, Community, Staffing Committee.
Tim Dix
Hall Grounds.
Sarah Hall
Finance, Staffing Committee, Allotment Liaison. Treasurer of the Allotment Committee.
Rob Horton
Planning, Environment.
Grant Pinney
Village Hall, Community.

Clerk to the Council
Janet Pearce
The Clerk is not an elected member but an employee who holds the statutory office of the
Proper Officer of the Council and the Responsible Financial Officer. The Clerk is responsible
for carrying out the decisions of the Council, managing its finances and facilities and ensuring
it complies with the law.

Borough Councillors
Councillors Julie Cragg and Roger Trigg.
It is with great sadness that we heard the news that our Borough Councillor, Steve Markiewicz
passed away in October after a long illness. We had known Steve for many years and are
grateful for the support he gave to the Parish Council. He was always willing to listen and
regularly attended our Annual Parish Meetings and public meetings.

County Councillor
Councillor Tony Kingsbury.

Member of Parliament
Grant Shapps MP

Hall & Grounds

Following a period of closure due to Covid-19 over the winter the village hall was able to
partially reopen on 12th April 2021 for children’s organised activities, but still social gatherings
were not permitted until 19th July. The Council was unsure whether people would continue to
be cautious in booking the hall, but this has not been the case and bookings have returned to
normal levels.
The fire alarm display panel showed signs that it was likely to soon fail so this was replaced.
The fire alarm system was installed by the contractors which built the Family Centre extension
some years ago, overseen by Herts County Council, and is of a higher specification and more
complex than necessary. The Parish Council investigated whether a simplified system could
be installed but it was not possible, and the cost of the new panel was £1,510.
The playground equipment must be independently inspected every year and the Parish Council
contract the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) to carry this out each May.
This year three of the wooden posts that support the swings were found to be rotting
underground and was considered a high risk. The playground was still within the guaranteed
period of ten years so the playground installer, Wickstead, agreed to replace them free of
charge. Due to the shortage of materials, it took several weeks before the work could be
carried out.
In November our morning caretaker, Madeleine, who has worked for the Council for eighteen
years retired. She was presented with a bouquet and a shopping voucher and the Council
thank her for all her hard work and support and wishes her a happy and enjoyable retirement.
The vacant position has been advertised.

Planning
Publicans Nick and Marion vacated the Chequers pub in November 2021 and, due to the
uncertainty of the pub’s future, the Council made an application to the Borough Council for
the premises to be listed as an Asset of Community Value which was granted and will remain
in place for five years. During that time, if the owners wish to sell the asset, then it must be
offered to the Council in the first instance, which then has six months to decide whether to
purchase the asset.
Marshalls car dealership vacated its premises on London Road in 2020, prior to the expiry of
its lease in July 2021. The owners of the site wish to develop the site for housing or mixed
use and this has now been accepted by the Borough, which has changed its designation from
employment in the Draft Local Plan. In the meantime, rather than leave the site vacant, the
owner has leased the site to a different car dealership for five years.
Woolmer Green Parish Council submitted comments on twelve planning applications
throughout the year.
In July the government planning inspector examining the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan issued
his report and wrote to the Borough outlining his proposals following re-examining sites that
were rejected by the Borough Council. With regard to Woolmer Green, he stated that the site
adjoining Knebworth, which is outside the built area of Woolmer Green (WGr3) could be found
sound if the area was reduced in size. He also rejected the Borough’s re-designation of the
former Marshalls site for housing as the employment policies in the Local Plan had already
been assessed and found sound. He stated these policies should not be revisited at this late
stage in the examination process. The Green Belt site (HS15) had already been found sound
if exceptional circumstances to release it from the Green Belt were established. He had
reservations about the access road to HS15 as it could impinge on the narrow gap between
Woolmer Green and Knebworth.
Following the inspector’s findings, Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council decided not to add any
further sites to the Local Plan and informed the inspector that the Plan would deliver 13,279
dwellings but this approach was rejected by the inspector who has insisted the assessed need
of 15,200 should be met.
The Parish Council has maintained throughout that the two former employment sites should
be developed and the Green Belt preserved and has engaged the services of a planning
consultant to argue its case at the examination hearings. Unfortunately, the Green Belt
remains in the Local Plan and if all three sites were developed the village would grow by over
40%. The Parish Council has raised this concern with our MP Grant Shapps and has met with
him to discuss the Local Plan. He agreed that the proposed growth of the village is
considerable, particularly when Knebworth, on which Woolmer Green relies for some services,
is also planned to accept a high level of growth in the North Herts Local Plan.

Transport
In order to comply with highway planning conditions, the owners of the shops and office
complex at Kellard House submitted plans for the installation of a puffin crossing in London
Road near to the shops. The Parish Council supported this application as, once installed, it will
make crossing the road to the shops much safer and it should help to reduce the speed of
traffic as it approaches the village from Knebworth. A consultation has been carried out and
the Council awaits further progress.
A condition of planning permission granted to the developers of the new cottages on the site
of the Fox pub included the installation of a new footpath. Unfortunately, they did not carry
this out and residents embarked on a five-year campaign to have the work done. Herts County
Council Highways eventually agreed to install the footpath which included erecting a new lamp
post and this was completed in January 2022.
The Parish Council passed a resolution to support the 20s Plenty campaign. The organisation
20s Plenty for Us, campaigns for a speed limit of 20mph to be normal on residential streets
and in town and village centres.

Environment
This year Her Majesty the Queen will be
celebrating her Platinum Jubilee and to mark
this significant milestone everyone is being
encouraged to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee” as
part of the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative.
Grants of up to £350 are available and an
application by the Parish Council to Herts
County Council, which is administering the
scheme, was successful. This has enabled the
Council to purchase three trees that will
shortly be planted in suitable locations in
London Road.
As ever a big thank you to volunteer Jenny
who continues to plant and tend the village
planters. The bright displays are often
commented on as they always look so
magnificent and have lifted all our spirits
during the difficult times we have been
through over the past two years.

Community

The Parish Council took part in the Great British
Spring Clean event by organising a village litter
pick on 6th June 2021. Turnout was greater than
expected and some children also took part along
with their parents. Over twelve bags of rubbish
were collected. As the event proved such a
success the Council organised a second litter pick
at the end of March 2022.
The Woolmer Green Parish Council Community
Award for 2021 was awarded to the proprietor of
the Red Lion, Jackie Castle, and her incredible
team who have worked so hard to support the
village community during a challenging couple of
years. A particular achievement was a successful
fund-raising effort to enable the village to benefit
from a second defibrillator and the Parish Council
donated £250 towards its installation outside the
pub. Cllrs Gribble, Corke, Hall & Horton were
delighted to attend the unveiling of the defibrillator by the Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield. Jackie
also arranged for defibrillator training, kindly provided by Sarah McGuinness. Parish
Councillors Phil Corke and Rob Horton presented the award to Jackie and her team on
Christmas Eve.
The Clerk represented the Parish Council at an event where the
owners of Mardleybury Gallery were presented with a Trip Advisor
top attractions award by the Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield. We are
fortunate to have an art gallery based in Woolmer Green which is run
by local artist Marilyn and husband Ignazio and displays a wide range
of paintings, glass, ceramics and jewellery.
Publicans, Nick and Marion, left the Chequers pub after eighteen years as their lease on the
premises came to an end. Councillor Phil Corke attended on their last day of opening to thank
them for all the help they gave to the community over the years. We wish them well for the
future.
Currently the brewery is refurbishing the Chequers pub and it is expected to reopen under
new management in April.

The Parish Council asked villagers to submit their
festive pictures of Woolmer Green which could be
used to design the Council’s Christmas card. Six
images were chosen to create a montage and
three residents who submitted the photos were
presented with a £10 voucher and a dozen cards
for their own use. Well done and thank you to
Liane Burnett, Andrew King and Sarah Warren.

The 2020 Carols round the Pond event was unable to take place due to the pandemic but
outdoor events were permitted again in 2021 if mitigation measures were in place. It was
decided to move the event to the hall grounds to allow social distancing but there are other
advantages of holding it here too such as shelter for the band if it rains, good lighting,
access to the kitchen for making the mulled wine and an electrical supply on hand so that
festive lighting could add some Christmas atmosphere. It also meant we did not have to
close New Road which some residents found inconvenient when the event was last held in
New Road in 2019.
Renamed Carols round the Tree; the event was a success and feedback from residents was
positive. Despite the rain the turnout was high and £119 was donated for the chosen charity
Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY), nominated by resident first responder trainer Sarah
McGuinness. Woolmer Green Band had previously collected £151 from other events where it
had played, making a grand total raised of £270 for CRY. Thanks to all who contributed to
this worthy cause.
The Chairman was asked to write in support of a grant application by the Brownies which he
was happy to do.
Councillors attended the Remembrance Service on Sunday 14th November and the Chairman
laid a wreath on the war memorial. The Council donated £50 to the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal.
The Parish Council was asked to provide information for an article published in the Comet
newspaper which wanted to feature Woolmer Green in its publication on 10th February.

Finance
The Parish Council was grateful to be able to benefit from the Government Job Retention
Scheme as staff remained on variable furlough until the hall was able to fully reopen in
September and a Covid-19 grant was paid at the end of March 2021. These payments enabled
Council finances to remain stable and exceed the downcast budget predictions set during the
height of the pandemic.
Once the hall was able to open to large social events bookings have quickly resumed to normal
pre-pandemic levels although overall takings are less than would be expected during a normal
year.

Statement of Accounts
2020/21
7,749.95
6,299.82
0
1,587.98
305.00
665.00
3,052.48
583.66
295.67
0
1,005.00
0
27,339.59
48,884.15
41,152.84
3,006.05
4,664.21
2,296.71
4,301.87
535.14
583.66
1,813.32
0
375.00
841.12
350.00
408.05
0
552.00
0
6,292.20
1,300.00
1,700.00
0
70,172.17
-21,288.02
26,155.00
4,866.98
49,936.08
54,803.06

Receipts:
Hall Lettings
Barleyfield’s Family Centre
Security
Pitch Fees
Bar
Farmers' Market Income
Car Park
Allotments
Interest on Investments
Entertainment Fund :
Village Day
Advertising
Other
Other income
TOTAL RECEIPTS
Payments:
Payroll
Hall Maintenance :
Insurance
Water, Gas, Electricity, Waste
License, Safety, Supplies
Grounds Maintenance :
Grounds
Playgrounds
Allotments
Office Expenses
Publicity
Audit & legal fees
HAPTC, CDA, CPRE
Grants
Sundry Expenses
Entertainment Fund :
Village Day
Newsletter
Other
Non Recurring Payments:
Hall Maintenance
Wedding License
Planning Consultant
Contingency
TOTAL PAYMENTS
Income less Expenses
Precept
Surplus/Deficit
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD
TOTAL FUND

2021/22
34,508.42
6,925.40
320.00
2,102.18
0
1,606.00
4,370.00
591.68
292.46
0
1,193.00
0
7,066.20
58,975.34
41,886.51
3,239.17
7,250.63
2,613.52
6,004.77
2,074.50
591.68
1,388.94
155.00
375.00
849.70
1,200.00
979.20
0
503.00
0
7,973.55
0
0
77,085.17
-18,109.83
27,463.00
9,353.17
54,803.06
64,156.23

